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SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, December 3, 6-10PM, Holiday Party, Giovanni’s Darien, CT
Thursday, January 18, 7:30PM, Year in Pictures Meetup, Peaches Southern Pub &
Juke Joint, Norwalk, CT
Sunday, January 28, 11:30 -2:30, Winter Brunch, Long Ridge Tavern, Stamford, CT
email aijaklebers@yahoo.com for a reservation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2017
Rick Takatsch

President

Peter Luciano

Commodore

Teresa Nilla

Vice Commodore

Joanna Romersa

Secretary

Chip Munk

Treasurer

Leisa Bell

Co-Director of Membership
susmembership@gmail.com

Tony Reyes

Co-Director of Membership

Aija Klebers

Co-Director of SpecialEvents

Cherie Flavin

Co-Director of Special Events

Carolann Carter

Director of Public Relations

Lael Burns

Director of Newsletter
Zippopinebar@gmail.com

Janet Steinberg

Director of Sailing Events

Mike Smith

Director of Skippers

Rick Keen

Director of Programs

Tommy Zagaroli

Director of Education

Check out SUS at

www.singlesundersail.org

Singles Under Sail, Inc

Editor's Note
This is my last SUS newsletter. I will be traveling to
Australia again to visit and sail at the Sandringham
Yacht Club, Victoria Australia. Thanks for sending me
all your sailing photos. Leisa Bell will be taking over
for 2018. Happy Holidays!

Dingy sailing at Sandringham Yacht Club
Melbourne, Australia
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SUS Changing Tides...

The Board of Directors approved changes to the
SUS Bylaws November meeting. The amended
bylaws will take effect on January, 1, 2018. The
changes reflect the updates to the Board
reorganization and the new job descriptions that
were approved earlier this year. Revisions will be
posted on the SUS website in the Doc Box.
Check out the updated SUS website! Thanks to
Ronnie Ross and Ida Lowe for taking the initiative to
post new pictures and improve functionality.
The SUS Skippers have replaced the 75 Skills Sheet
that was a part of the SUS Membership Application.
Look for the new Skills Assessment with the 2018
applications.
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President
Rick Takatsch
Hello, my Fellow Members of SUS,
I want to summarize all the new and exciting things happening with SUS in 2018.
The 2018 Board of Directors will have 11 at the helm versus the previous 15 members. This will help keep the club
running in a more efficient manner. Nine of the positions have been elected as noted in the Vice Commodore’s
article. Both the Commodore & Vice Commodore will be voted in by the Skippers in January. In addition, there is a
new opening for the Membership Director.
I hope many of you will join me in offering your assistance to the new Board with the many tasks involved in keeping
SUS running smoothly. Some of the tasks for our seasoned Members would be:
• Membership will be looking for volunteers in Greeting Guests and New Members at our meetings, recommending
friends and family to join SUS and mentoring New Members.
• Help with Special Events, i.e. planning a single event. help setup or cleanup at events, suggest new venues or
entertainment.
• Writing articles or sending in pictures for the Masthead.
• Marketing SUS - make suggestions to our PR Director or help with the leg work to put up posters.
• Know of any good speakers for our programs? Contact our Programs Director.
Please help me thank the outgoing Board Members. Each and everyone one of them helped keep SUS a fun Sailing
club. Director of Skippers - Mike Smith, Special Events Co-Director – Cherie Flavin, Education Director - Tommy
Zagaroli, Newsletter Director - Leal Burns and Public Relations Director - Carolann Carter
As a reminder, the following items take effect January 1, 2018:
• Free Admission to all Social and Program meetings. (This does not include Special Event Parties.)
• All Members will get one Free Guest Pass to bring a friend to one of our Program Meetings.
• Any member who brings in a guest who subsequently joins SUS will receive a $20 credit toward the following
year’s dues.
• The January Year in Pictures meeting will be moved to a venue where members will have an opportunity to
mingle and order from a menu.
• Eliminate the July and August Program Meetings. Many of us on the Board and I’m sure most of you will agree,
our Sailing season is short and we don’t want to be sitting inside a hotel with beautiful Summer weather. These 2
nights will be replaced with Sailing related activities such as club wide Twilight sails or Skippers sponsored BBQ.
• Annual dues will be $100. What a small price to pay for all the benefits SUS has to offer!
It has been a pleasure working to get our club into a new age. With an increased workload with my business I can no
longer keep my full attention on SUS and my business. So, I didn’t run for President this year to make room for
someone else with bigger and better ideas. I’ll see you at our next event.
Cheers,
Rick Takatsch
SUS President (2016-2017)
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Vice Commodore

Commodore
The year is almost over and I would like to extend my
thanks to many, including Richard Keen who put
together one GREAT show at our November meeting.
The presenters werediversified and, in my opinion,
very informative and interesting. We got into Len Ances
head (sculpture)!! The Lobsterettes, led by Bill Draper,
stole the show and kept the SUS group singing until
closing.
The SUS Board has some more interesting things
coming your way. Rick Takatsch sent an eblast
outlining some changes happening in 2018. One new
item is showing pictures before each Program Meeting.
Members should forward to me photos that I will
compile on a computer stick. Also, a social meeting will
replace the Year in Pictures Program Meeting in
January. Let's see how this works out, but I need your
pictures to make it happen!
Another new idea is the introduction of the
Commodores “swap” table. Members will have
an opportunity to pick up or drop off usable marine
equipment. I have some great marine gear in my
garage gathering dust that needs a new home and I
am sure others do as well. Books and other nautical
related items are welcome!
Our club will be off to a new start in 2018 led by our
new President, Tony Reyes. The Skippers have
already set dates for the cruise and weekend sailing
events for 2018. We are planning new events where
members will have the opportunity to go on planned
group sails. Yes, winter is here, but spring can't be far
behind. Enjoy the holidays and see you all next year.
Pete
Capt. Peter A Luciano SAMS/AMS 533
ENJOY EVERY DAY
sloopquest@yahoo.com

The 2018 Board of Directors was approved at
the November Board Meeting. Please join me in
congratulating and thanking the following for
taking a leadership role for SUS:
President

Tony Reyes

Vice President
Teresa Nilla
Secretary
Joanna Romersa
Treasurer
Chip Munk
Commodore (nominee) Peter Luciano
Vice Commodore
TBD
Membership Director TBD
Newsletter Director
Leisa Bell
Programs Director
Rich Keen
Publicity Director
Ronnie Ross
Special Events Director Aija Klebers
The Nominating Committee is seeking
candidates for the Vice Commodore and
Membership positions. The job descriptions are
posted on the SUS website under the Doc Box
(Job Descriptions 2018). If interested, please
contact Teresa Nilla at teresanilla@gmail.com.

November 16, 2017 - Sing Along
SUS Program Event

SAILING ……SUS is SAILING `
and they be tailing the winch for me.
SAILING……. SUS is SAILING
Ever had a song on your brain and can’t get the tune out of your head?
Yesterday, I was in the supermarket and found myself humming a tune. The one we had all been singing the night
before at the SUS meeting. Written and sung by Bill Draper with a special performance by the LOBSTERETTES. It’s
very catchy!
If you were at the last SUS Program Meeting ,you’ll know what I am talking about. It may not have been Ed Sullivan
introducing the Beatles or a costume malfunction at the Super Bowl, but It was a lot of fun, giving some members a
chance to showcase extraordinary and varied talents. Len Ances introduced us to the creative artistic side and shared
his artistic process with us, through his paintings and sculpture. Peter Luciano took us all onto the ocean and gave us a
taste of what it’s like to go offshore with blue water sailing, and Tyrone Mitchell gave us a first-hand account of surviving
LUIS a Category 4-5 hurricane, in St Martin!
The evening ended with an unforgettable singalong led by Bill Draper, skipper, rapper and performer, who found time to
compose and create “Lobsta Rock” while cruising in Maine on his Bristol 32 with the crew that got him there: 2 by 2.
Finally, kudos to Rich Keen for his creative vision in spearheading a year of fantastic program meetings, ending with
Open Mic Night! It’s been a great year of sailing . . . SUS Sailing - Lets go sailing 2018!
Submitted by Janet Steinberg, Director of Sailing Events
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