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Vice President

Teresa Nilla

Saturday, April 7
3-6 pm

vicepresident@singlesundersail.org

Treasurer

Chip Munk

treasurer@singlesundersail.org

Secretary

Thursday, April 19 PROGRAM MEETING
7:30 pm
Double Tree Inn
Norwalk

Joanna Romersa

secretary@singlesundersail.org

Commodore

Peter Luciano

Saturday, April 21
6:00 pm

AFTER WORK PARTY
Aj10
Norwalk

Thursday, May 3
6:00 pm

SOCIAL/EDUCATION
MEETING
USCG Flotilla 72
Norwalk

Thursday, May 17
7:30 pm

PROGRAM MEETING
Double Tree Inn
Norwalk

Saturday, May 19

CAST-OFF PARTY
Location TBD

May 26- 28

MEMORIAL DAY
SAIL/DRIVE EVENT

Thursday, June 7

POT LUCK SOCIAL
USCG Flotilla 72
Norwalk

commodore@singlesundersail.org

Vice Commodore

Rick Takatsch

vicecommodore@singlesundersail.org

Membership
membership@singlesundersail.org

Newsletter

Leisa Bell

newsletter@singlesundersail.org

Programs

Mike Smith

programs@singlesundersail.org

Public Relations

Ronnie Ross

publicrelations@singlesundersail.org

Special Events

MEET THE SKIPPERS
Sign of the Whale
Stamford

Aija Klebers

specialevents@singlesundersail.org

About the Cover:
The Alexander von Humboldt is a German sailing ship
originally built in 1906 by the German shipyard AG
Weser at Bremen as the lightship Reserve Sonderburg.
She was operated throughout the North and Baltic Seas
until being retired in 1986. Subsequently, she was
converted into a three masted barque by the German
shipyard Motorwerke Bremerhaven and was relaunched in 1988 as Alexander von Humboldt.
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Singles Under Sail, Inc
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Tony Reyes

Singles Under Sail, Inc
VICE COMMODORE REPORT
By Rick Takatsch
There are some very exciting things happening in SUS regarding opportunities to go sailing!

Dear SUS Members,
As you know, March marks the beginning of Spring. And after
emerging from that two-week cold spell from December to
January, I look forward to some warm weather. Spring also is
the time for membership renewal. To me it’s more than just a
renewal payment, it’s a renewal of friendships, camaraderie
and good times. It’s a time to plan our sailing adventures,
ready the boats, gather socially, start new friendships and
grow old ones.
This year will be the last time you will have to fill out the
application yearly. Going forward, the new application will
remain in place unless there is a lapse or your membership,
or a change in your information. The board is exploring the
possibility of putting the new application online. We will do our
best to see if we can bring it online this year. Nevertheless,
be on the lookout for the new application in your email.
March is also the time for our Annual Meeting. You won’t
want to miss out on one of our largest and most attended
events. This year’s Annual Meeting “is going to be huge,
believe me.” This meeting will be filled with information about
our organization, new sailing programs, and fun activities. I
hope that you will join us.
Finally, we have instituted a new referral program for our
members. If you refer a new person to SUS who joins in
2018, you will get $20.00 off your 2019 dues. For more details
about this program, feel free to contact me directly at
president@singlesundersail.org
I thank you in advance for your renewed membership and
look forward to spending time with you on and off the water
during 2018. See you at the Annual Meeting.
Kind Regards,
Tony

Sailing into Spring…….

Daylight Saving Time
Begins on
March 20!

First, SUS has scheduled 2 Thursdays and 2 Saturdays at
which any member who signs up will get on a boat. Crew can
request a boat preference, but the boat may not be available.
In any case, members will be assigned to a boat. Sign-ups
will be available at SUS meetings or you may send an email
to: vicecommodore@singlesundersail.org.
Second, two Program Meetings (July and August) have been
replaced with designated opportunities to go either Day or
Twilight Sailing. We ask that you be as flexible as possible
with matching your schedule with the Skipper’s timetable. If
you have committed yourself to a sail, you should make
every effort to be on-time, if not early. This is common courtesy to both the Skipper and other crew.
Speaking of Day & Twilight Sails, look at the Skippers List
(posted on the website and handed out at meetings) to see
who will be sailing on the day(s)/evening(s) that you wish to
sail. Contact the Skipper directly. If you have trouble
contacting Skippers or getting on a boat, please contact me
via email. Day & Twilight Sails are the best opportunities to
get to know the Skippers if you are interested in being invited
on Weekend Sailaways and the SUS Summer Cruise.
Weekend Sailaways and the SUS Summer Cruises are by
Skipper invitation only. These events are overnight stays on
the boat in a destination harbor. If you wish to go on any of
these events and have not been invited, please contact me
directly and I’ll make my best effort to get you on a boat.
There is limited space on our boats for these events. When
going on overnight trips, you must pack light. No more than
one backpack for weekends and no more than one soft
carry-on sized duffle bag (with no wheels or metal frame) for
longer trips
Education classes are currently available at both the USCG
Auxiliary and your local Power Squadron. Check their websites for current class schedules or watch for SUS emails for
the latest updates. Also, those of you who have not taken
the MOC (Member Orientation Class) and/or the DOC
(Dockside Orientation Class), please check the SUS Calendar
for upcoming classes. If your work schedule does not permit
making the planned classes, please contact me directly and I
will do my best to get one done that meets your needs.
Let’s have a fun sailing season.
Cheers,
Rick Takatsch

COMMODORE’S CORNER
By Pete Luciano
HAPPY MARCH FROM LA BUONA VITA!
I hope you all enjoyed the winter and are starting to think sailing come Spring. Some, I am sure went south for a week or two and
sailed in some far away warmer ports, some went skiing, and the more adventurous members visited countries in Africa and Europe.
The club's Sailaway schedule has been finalized and the Annual Cruise (July 21 to August 4) ports were being finalized at the end of
February. The Spring club events are numerous and approaching quickly. The Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony will be held
at the Knights of Columbus in Stamford on Thursday, March 15th. The Meet the Skippers event will be on Saturday, April 7th at the
Sign of the Whale in Stamford. Both of these events are at new locations and are great opportunities to get together before the sailing season is underway.
In my last report, I brought attention to poppets or other devices that held the boat up during the winter months. Since March is the
month that most boats come out of hibernation, I thought I would review some other safety issues previously published:
*Ladders are used for waxing or getting on a boat. Ladder rungs can break, wobble or move sideways if not properly secured. First
and foremost, ladders should be inspected for soundness and good construction. An old wobbly ladder should be discarded. When
using a ladder to get on the boat, make sure that it is long enough and is tied off at the deck so it won't move sideways. When using a
ladder to wax the boat, make sure it is at a good angle and well footed. It's better to move the ladder often so that you don't have to
over stretch sideways which may cause you to slip or strain your arms. Some have found having two ladders with a large board placed
between the rungs helps get the job done. I have also found that some waxes go on easier, last longer and protect better. It might be
better to spend a little more and save time.
*Walking around boat yards can be fun but there are things which should be avoided. Old extension cords can get frayed. Wire plus
water = potential electrical shock. Be cautious to avoid discarded poppets, pieces of wood, ladders and other potential trip hazards which are all around. At least once a year, I walk into something and cut my head open because it is just above my line of sight.
Walk slowly and look up as well as down. Be careful when walking near a boat - some don't look below before throwing things over,
like buckets of water from above! Keep your dog at home as puddles are attractive and they may contain antifreeze (propylene glycol)
which is lethal to dogs and extremely toxic to humans.
*Walking around the deck when the boat is on land (the hard) is different from when it is in the water. My boat deck is 10' above the
ground. You can only fall 10' to a hard surface once. If you ever paid attention to "one hand on the boat and one for you", this it the
time. In my opinion, balance on a deck when the boat is on the hard, is scary at best. Don't trust the life lines to keep you from falling,
as the gate may be open and lines are only knee high. Life lines may be rusted and weak as they were never designed to keep someone
from falling off a boat onto land. Decks should be cleaned and waxed in the spring, but might it be better done after the boat is
splashed.
*Prepping and painting boat bottoms is a necessary but a potentially hazardous task. Before sanding, washing or painting, cover all of
your skin with an appropriate coverall. Next, make sure that you have a good face mask (respirator type), not a paper dust mask, before
sanding. Make sure your sander has an attached dust bag. I have observed yard hands using a stand up stick fans blowing the residual
dust away from them. I have also found spot sanding and washing down the boat bottom with fresh water does a good job of prepping.
It may be helpful to put a few ounces of ground red pepper in each gallon of bottom paint. I also believe we tend to over paint bottoms,
more is not always better. Consider using water based bottom paint as cleanup will be easier. In any event, keep the dust and paint off
your body and out of your lungs, IT IS TOXIC!
* Sometimes working on boats can get messy so wear old clothes, bring some rags, gloves and eye protection, but most of all have fun,
make new friends and let's enjoy the upcoming sailing season together.
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Singles Under Sail, Inc

BULLETIN BOARD
PUBLIC RELATIONS

2018 PROGRAM MEETINGS

Ronnie Ross would appreciate help getting our flyers distributed to gyms and boating stores along the
coast. Contact: publicrelations@singlesundersail.org

In April, Captain Travis Mingo (retired
USCG) talks about coordinated worldwide efforts in antipiracy and chasing
cocaine cowboys around the world from
the Horn of Africa to the Gulfs of Oman and Aden to
Japan and the Arctic Circle.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Five additional program meetings are scheduled on
the following dates:
•

May 17

•

June 21

•

September 20

•

October 18

•

November 15

Membership Renewal forms will be emailed to members
shortly. Please review and complete both the new Membership Application/Agreement as well as the new
Personal Skills Sheet (developed by the Skippers) . All
forms may be submitted at any SUS events or may be sent
to the address at the top of the application form. The annual membership fee of $100 includes admission to all
Program and Social meetings (with the exception of
Special Events). Both the form and payment must be
received no later than April 30.

We are in the process of finalizing details for the
upcoming presentations. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend these educational programs
which will be truly entertaining and informative.

Our database is in the process of being moved to a new
platform where members will be able to access and update their personal information. In addition, electronic
payment of club dues will be available.

Submitted by Mike Smith
SUS Programs Director

Any questions may be directed to
membership@singlesundersail.org.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Darien Sail & Power Squadron’s
Coastal Boating Competence
Darien’s Middlesex Middle School
Tuesday, March 6, 2018, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
8 classes + exam

(no class April 10)

Cost includes textbook, charts, plotting
equipment, CD with chart software: $95 $80
$15 Discount for SUS Members
Please pre-register at dsps.darien.org
QUESTIONS? Call (203) 656-1129
or e-mail: dsps@optonline.net

5

Scott Schiller

3/3

Orrin Judd

3/5

Jim Tiernan

3/9

Peter Luciano

3/9

Bob Kleid

3/14

Gary Geffner

3/16

Walter Roberts

3/21

Bill Draper

3/24

Leisa Bell

3/28

Frank Carr

3/28

Maryann Ramos

3/30

Don’t Miss the ……

Singles Under Sails, Inc.

ANNUAL MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 15
7:00 PM

(new start time)

Knights of Columbus, Stamford , CT

Meet and Greet Board Members
Annual Report
2018 Upcoming Events Announcements
Award Presentations
Musical Review
of last season's sailing adventures
( provided by Bill Draper & Co.)

Knights of Columbus

SUS Members - FREE ADMISSION

Kitchen will be open @ 5PM

Guest Fee—$10

For your dining pleasure

SUS PICTURE GALLERY
MID WINTER DINNER
February 15, 2018

Photos by:
Ronnie Ross
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OUR USUAL HAUNTS
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
507 Shippan Ave.
Stamford, CT
(203)964-1492

DOUBLE TREE INN
789 Connecticut Ave.
Norwalk, CT
(203)853-3477

SIGN OF THE WHALE
6 Harbor Point Road
Stamford, CT
(203)833-8282

FLOTILLA 72
Lametta Center
Calf Pasture Beach
Norwalk, CT
(203)838-1200

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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