
1 

SUS 

Lead Skipper Data Sheet for Fall River, MA 

*Lead Skipper: ___________ Joe Payea ___(Channel 72 or 203-219-5552) _________________  

*Dates of Sailaway: ________ 7/31/19 _______________________________________________  

*Destinations with dates: ____Fall River, MA  _______________________________________  

*Location of Meeting Points: _Borden Light Marina (508-678-7547) or www.bordenlight.com (great web site to 
see what is available) opposite the Borden Flats Light. This is the Recommended SUS Site. 

Landmarks: Battleship USS Massachusetts ___________________________________________  

Chart #13227, Lat: 41°42.157”N ___Lon:71°10.151”(Light GREEN Flashing 2.5 Sec 47 Ft 11M HORN) 

Tides 5.0 ft Low 1:11PM - High 8:02AM Wed, Low 2:06PM - High 8:53Am Thurs. 8/1  

Sun/Moon 7/31 Sunrise 05:35 – Sunset 8:02PM   

Marine Facilities and Services per Embassy Guide 
King Philip YC 508-672-9543 Private – Recipocal Priviledges 

Swansea Marina 508-672-8633  
Borden Light Marina or 
www.bordenlight.com 

508-678-7547 Berths 1, Depth 10, Gas, Restrooms, Showers, 
Laundry, Marine Store, Ice, $2.50/ft 

Battleship Cove Museum 508-678-1100  
Regatta Restaurant/Marina 508-679-4115 Berths 20, Depth 15, Dingy Dock, Dock and 

Dine, Restrooms 

Capt. O’Connell’s 508-672-6303 Berths 6, Depth 5, Gas, Marine Store, Restrms 

Somerset Marina 508-678-0040 Berths 6, Moorings 4, Depth 4, Dingy Dock, 
Gas, Diesel Ice, Restrooms, Showers, Pumpout 

Shaw’s Boat Yard 508-669-5714 Berths 4, Moorings 1, Depth 6, Marine Store, 
Ice, Restrooms, Showers, Laundry  

Fame and misfortune 
Remember that little poem that began: “Lizzie Borden took an axe ...” The 1892 Lizzie Borden double axe murder trial 
made for some of the most compelling headlines in Fall River’s history. Ultimately, Miss Borden – an old maid of 32 at 
the time of the crime – was acquitted in the killings of her father and stepmother. The case remains unsolved. 

Things to See and Do 
After passing Borden Flats and the I-195/Charles M. Braga, Jr. Bridge, it’s hard to miss “Big Mamie” on the Taunton 
River. Forming one side of Battleship Cove by her mere size and grandeur is the U.S.S. Massachusetts. She’s joined in 
the harbor by five other fighting vessels as a part of the Battleship Cove Museum (508-678-1100). 

Next door at Heritage State Park (508-675-5759), the highlight is an antique carousel built in Philadelphia in 1920. 
Throughout the summer, the park offers exhibits, concerts, and shows. The Marine Museum (508-674-3533), adjacent to 
the park, chronicles the history of the old Fall River Line. 

Restaurants and Provisions 
Fall River has a few good options within walking distance from “Big Mamie”, The Regatta at Battleship Cove (508-

6794115 or www.regattaonline.com) has an excellent water view and offers dockage, live entertainment, seafood and 
sandwiches. Heritage State Park has a concession stand where you can get hot dogs and other quick chow. 
The Abby Grill (508-679-9108). Housed in a 19

th
 century church on Rock Street, features a Gothic interior. The exotic 

menu is created and served by culinary students training with a world-class chef. 

The Waterstreet Café (508-672-8748 or www.waterstreetcafe.com) is a few strides from Battleship Cove on Water Street. 

They’re open for lunch and dinner, offering a diversity of items such as a chourico, filet mignon, lamb, pasta, and 

Mediterranean cuisine. Another good choice is Tabacaria Acoreana (508-673-5890), a fine Portuguese eatery. 

On Mount Hope Bay in Swansea, the Waterview Family Restaurant (508-673-1234) is within walking distance of the river. 

Numerous other eateries and convenience stores are situated on Grand Army Highway. 

http://www.bordenlight.com/
http://www.bordenlight.com/
http://www.regattaonline.com/
http://www.waterstreetcafe.com/
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From the south, approach Mount Hope Bay from East Passage of Narragansett Bay. Work your way between Hog 
Island to the northwest and Arnold Point to the southeast. Leave G “3” Fl G 4s BELL and Hog Island Shoal Light ISO 
6s 54ft 12M HORN to port. Hog Island has notable shoaling on its south side. Beyond G “3” Fl G 4s BELL and the 
shoal light, head northeast for the Mount Hope Bridge. Keep north of R “6” GONG and Fl R 6s 26ft 6M “6A”, then 
continue beneath the center span, which has a vertical clearance of 135 feet (mhw). Currents get difficult here, but the 
channel is deep, wide, and well marked. Motoring through should not be a problem. 

About 1.4 nm northeast of the bridge, the channel branches at RG “MH” Fl (2+1) R 6s GONG south of Mount Hope Point. 
The main channel continues northeast to the Taunton River, while the other leads east, then south into Sakonnet River. 

Watch out for Spar Island, marked to its west by R N “2”, in your travels around Mount Hope Bay. The island often 
isn’t visible even at low tide. Old Bay Rock, about .5 nm north of the island, has only 2 feet of water and is marked on its 
east side by G C “1”. 

Anchorages 
Fall River Harbor has no designated anchorages. Vessels may anchor on either side of the dredged approach channel in 
the outer harbor or at any locality in Mount Hope Bay where depth and bottom are suitable; the chart is the best guide. 

Kickamuit River 

The Kickamuit River opens about 2 nm north of Mount Hope Point. The narrow entrance, beginning with G C “1” opens into a wide body of water 

and is considered to be Narragansett Bay’s best hurricane hole. 

The entrance through Bristol Narrows is well marked. Heed the buoys and be cautious of the current when the tide is going out. The channel has a 
depth of about 7 feet (mlw). This is a fine gunkhole with good holding around the middle of the cove. Explore the shallow waters along the shore and in 
the northern sections by dingy only. 

Cole River 
Just east of the Kickamuit, you’ll find the Cole River with a small, unnamed cove at its entrance. The marina here is primarily for small boats. As a 
whole, the cove is exposed to the south-southwest, and the entrance to the river itself is narrow and nearly unnavigable, with fast currents and depths of 
less than 2 feet (mlw) north of the old causeway. 

Lee River 
Farther east, the Lee River is of little interest to the Cruising boater. You’re getting close to the power plant, and the water is shallow passing the spit 
that juts into the stream. 

Fall River 
At the entrance to the Taunton River, Fall River sits on a hill. As you enter the harbor, the city rises above a mix of 
elements: electric towers overshadow old homes, power plants dwarf textile mills, and fighting ships protect a fleet of 
pleasure craft. 

The main approaches to Fall River, from the upper reaches of the Sakonnet River and Upper Narrangansett Bay, follow 
well-marked channels. These channels merge at R “10” Fl R 4s BELL in the northeast corner of Mount Hope Bay. The 
main shipping channel lies southeast of the Borden Flats lighthouse (Fl 2.5s 47ft 11M HORN) and passes close to shore, 
beneath the Charles M. Braga, Jr. Bridge (fixed vertical clearance: 135 mhw). There’s plenty of water for pleasure 
craft in the channel. A few commercial ships come and go each day, but there’s room for everyone. 

Past the Braga Bridge, Battleship Cove lies east of G C “15” and you can’t miss “Big Mamie”. You may use the 

jetty in Heritage State Park to load and unload, but you may not tie up for more than an hour. About a mile north 
of here, you’ll pass under the Brightman Street Bascule Bridge (vertical clearance: 27 feet mhw). Don’t go there. 

Taunton River 
There’s deep water along the Taunton River, but you must be careful not to get too close to the shore. After the Assonet 
River branches to the east, the Taunton shallows. 

A number of marinas in the Fall River area have slips available for transient boaters. Otherwise, head for 
Battleship Cove. South of the Regatta Restaurant and Marina you’ll find an area with a muddy bottom. From 
there, you can take a dingy to the pier at the park or to the dingy dock at the Battleship Cove Yacht Club. 

Shoreside and Emergency Services 
Bus: 

 Bonanza Bus Lines 508-679-2335 Harbormaster 508-324-2019 

 Southeast Regional Transit Authority 508-672-6071 Police, Fire, Ambulance: 911 

Coast Guard: Castle Hill 401-846-3676 or VHF 16 Taxi: Vet Cab 508-673-5843 
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*The Plan: Borden Light Marina, there is a good view on the web site. Those sites up river past the Battleship 
have draft shortages. See the USS Massachusetts and four other ships at the Battleship Cove Museum (508-678-
1100 
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