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President * Terry Cotterall-Lagana At the helm 

tclaga@yahoo.com  

Vice President * John Cravenho Meeting locations, Nominating Committee  

SUSvicepresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer * Leisa Bell Budget, financial reports, expense reimbursement  

treasurer@singlesundersail.org 

Secretary * Karen Ferris Calendar, meeting minutes, SUS bylaws  

kgferris@att.net 

Commodore * Peter Luciano Skippers, sailing schedule, Program Meeting speakers  

sloopquest@aol.com 

Vice Commodore * Janet Steinberg 
Day & Twilight Sails, Sailaways, All Aboard Sailing events, 

education classes, orientation materials  

crewsails@gmail.com 

Membership * Marie Taney 
New member applications, education certificates,  boating 

certifications  

SUSmembership@gmail.com 

Membership Database Petra Schallenberg Demographic updates, dues  

SUSdata1@gmail.com 

Newsletter * Ida Lowe  Masthead editor: articles, photos, Announcements, Ads  

SUSmasthead@gmail.com 

Public Relations * Ronnie Ross Club announcements, Meetups, Publicity  

SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Programs * Camille Platzek Speakers programs 

cbreeze1572@gmail.com   

Special Events * Aija Klebers 
Special events: venue & party planning, Club party supply 

inventory  

aijaklebers@yahoo.com 

Webmaster Ida Lowe Club website & Facebook page 

SUSwebmaster18@gmail.com 

* Board Member 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 
Thu, July 2    Independence Day Zoom Happy Hour 

  @ 5:30 pm       

 
Thu, July 16    BBQ At Pierrepont Lake 

  @ 6:00 pm       

         BULLETIN BOARD 

Maryann Ramos 

Welcome Renewing Members 

July Birthdays 

Howard Rinehart 7/5 
Maureen McCarthy 7/15 

Camille Platzek 7/17 
Joe DeFranco 7/20 

Click on event to get full details 

Alison Merlo 

Welcome New Members 
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https://www.singlesundersail.org/events/program-meeting-7-2019-11-21/
https://www.singlesundersail.org/events/bbq-at-pierrepoint-lake/
https://www.singlesundersail.org/events/program-meeting-7-2019-11-21/
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Thank you for the warm welcome I have felt from so many of you, most of you I have known for 20+ years.  It’s a  welcome 
home hug!  I am grateful to be able to step in as circumstances have created openings on the board. These times are so  
unprecedented and our lives are changing minute by minute, so here I am, your new president. As always, our first order of 
business, as I step onboard, is assuring everyone’s safety. There will be ongoing decisions to be made this season but none 
will be made without following NY and CT guidelines. We wait for the data and we act accordingly. As the weeks go by and 
circumstances create change, let’s rejoice in all of it because We have life, We have health, We have hope, and We have 
summer! 

As soon as we can we will be rafting up on the water, but, in the meantime many skippers are going out with small numbers 
of people.  The boats in the water are La Bella Vita, Cloud, Phoenix, Belle, Cur Non, Silver Eagle, Serenity and Shakaree.  

We have many friends who we have met  through the club. There are memories to share, stories to be told, and toasts to be 
made at our next zoom happy hour.  

We are sailors, we make it through the storms. In the immortal words of Steve Blier, one of my first acquaintances in 1999, 
“Whatever the weather, we’ll weather the weather, whether we like it or not.”  

Welcome to another season of the unprecedented and unpredictable at SUS. 

Thank you all for rejoining and for sitting with us in the unknown. We will weather this storm and sail “into the  Mystic” as 
we always do.  

Hope to see you either on Serenity, the computer screen or the beach party July 16. 

President’s Message—Terry Cotterall-Lagana 

As you know, there has been a fair amount of change on the SUS Board.  Terry has stepped in as President and I am honored 
to say I was asked to assume the position of VP working closely with Terry and the Board.  I realize I do not have a lot of  
history with the Club nor context from its many years, however, I am delighted to contribute to a current group of talented 
people with a positive team approach.  

The pandemic put a halt to many group activities for a time, but, fortunately CT and NY have been able to get things under 
control enough to begin to open up the ability to get out in the fresh air in a socially distanced manner. Skippers have been 
getting boats ready and then launching them with the help of small groups of crew.  At last count there are now 8  SUS   
skippered sailboats that have launched and several others will be splashed in short order. The Club has  welcomed one new 
skipper this season, and hopefully more will follow!    

Some Skippers have been sailing with a small crew, and we are seeing this trend grow.  To enhance safety, the number of 
people on a boat are kept to a minimum, masks are worn, (especially when down below but usually not when underway), 
and hand sanitizer is used by all. Personal portions of food are brought rather than sharing larger “family style” portions.  

The SUS Board has been organizing activities that will be within government guidelines and offer activities for our          
members.  Several very successful Zoom meetings have been held and we plan to continue having them.  We also have 
planned a socially distanced BBQ with water activities available at a nearby lake (see attached flyer). 

Many activities of yesteryear are coming back into fashion, like drive-in movies, bell hop food delivery (remember A&W root 
beer stands?), many more people taking walks, biking, hiking, picnicking, and vacationing via car instead of plane.  It might 
be time to try and communicate on the water via maritime flag-hoist signaling? We welcome creative ideas on other        
outdoor activities we can do “socially distanced together”. 

I believe that as much havoc the corona virus has had, it is also getting people back to focusing on what is important.  I’m 
confident SUS will also get back to seeing the big picture of skippers going out sailing with crew to have fun together while 
minimizing our time worrying about what doesn’t matter. 

 Stay safe – take care of yourself and others - keep a positive attitude and enjoy TODAY   

Vice President’s Report—John Cravenho 
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La Bella Vita and seven other SUS boats are in the water and already day sailing. It is up to the skipper to  consider all    
circumstances to ensure everyone’s safety before sailing. I have started to sail during the week and weekends.  Vice        
Commodore Janet encourages all members to call their favorite skipper to see if she or he is in the water and sailing.  

As most of you know, sailing to me is my way of life. This year I am off to a slow start with a new sailboat and what mother 
nature puts in my path. The beginning of any sailing season brings with it an opportunity to enjoy the water with old friends, 
and to make new ones.  I intend to play catch up and sail as much as I can. 

At the beginning of the season it is important for skippers to check their equipment, life preservers, fire extinguishers, flairs, 
electronic equipment, running lights, and the condition of the ship's batteries. Life  preservers should be kept clean and 
dry.  Old ones should be thrown away and replaced.  Fire extinguishers should be checked for pressure. If in the red, discard, 
if in the green, remove from the hanger, invert and bump to keep the powder loose. If you see any signs of rust, discard and 
replace.  Flairs have a three-year life span. Check the expiration date and replace accordingly.  I have replaced mine with the 
new USCG approved, battery-operated ones. Your electronic equipment tends to fail when not used. Check it all out, espe-
cially your chart-plotter, to ensure proper operation, and keep paper charts on board just in case. Running lights are USCG 
required - check them all, especially the steaming light. Consider replacing all lights with LED bulbs, they save a lot of energy 
and last a very long time. Ships batteries should be checked for their ability to hold a charge.  If they lose voltage without 
having anything connected, replace. Check the terminals, clean terminal posts and make sure all red battery terminals are 
covered, and at most four connections on a post. Remember the only thing that should work with the battery switch off is 
the bilge pump. I have a dedicated engine starting battery and highly recommend to everyone to have one installed. 

SUS has been hosting Zoom happy hours and a program meeting, and is getting ready to open up in person SUS activities as 
soon as it is considered safe. Be on the lookout for upcoming activities. 

 Captain Peter A Luciano 

Commodore’s  Corner—Peter Luciano 

It’s the End of June—Finally Time To Go Out and Play!  

With the good news that COVID phase 2 reopening has started, the new normal of socially distanced life and sailing  has   
begun around the Sound.  A scurry of activity in boatyards and on the water has increased, and the skippers in SUS have 
been busy with boat prep as per boatyard guidelines.   

Eager not to miss the summer season?  We have heard news from La Bella Vita, Cloud, Phoenix, Belle, Cur Non, Silver Eagle, 
Serenity and Shakaree.  If you are available to sail, call your favorite skipper and see if there is room for you on his/her boat 
(understand that skippers are taking out much smaller crews at this time). In addition to day/twilight sails, the Board and 
Skippers are reviewing the schedule for possible functions. 

Now is also a good time for both skippers and crew to review the safety features of each boat.  Are fire extinguishers  load-
ed and up to date and where are they located?  Is the man overboard equipment ready to go? Are you familiar with the 
MOB procedures? Time to review and practice them.  

A popular piece of equipment found on most boats is the lifesling.  It is a horseshoe shaped float attached to the boat, 
which can be thrown to a person in the water.  The skipper steers the boat in decreasing circles 
around the victim in the water, helping to facilitate contact with the lifesling.  Check this out with a 
skipper then next time you are on a boat. 

Is your lifesling packed correctly?  Is the line packed to flow freely?  As an example, on Phoenix’s first 
sail, Bob Lussi and Susie Dorsey checked the lifesling and found themselves in a rat’s nest of tangle 
which took about 2 1/2 hours to unravel and repack!  Thankfully, no life was in danger as it was not 
needed.  It would have been useless and would not have been a life saver!  (see picture).  And while 
you are checking, do not forget your PFDs.  Check the bladder for leaks and make sure the canister is 
charged and up to date. 

Safety at sea comes first and with that comes Happy Sailing! 

 

Vice Commodore—Janet Steinberg 
Time To Go Sailing Again! 



  

 

 

There are memories to share,  

stories to be told,  

and toasts to be made  

at our next zoom happy hour 

 

 

Thursday July 2 @ 5:30 pm 

   

Just click on the link below 

https://baruch.zoom.us/j/2888336051 

  
 

If you want to test before, please contact 

Ida at SUSMasthead@gmail.com 

https://baruch.zoom.us/j/2888336051
mailto:SUSMasthead@gmail.com
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Come join your SUS friends, new and old,  

at Pierrepont Lake in Ridgefield, CT  

  
Thursday, July 16th     6 PM – 10 PM 

 
Limited to the first 30 people who sign up  

  
RSVP required by July 12th – no walk-ins 

 
RSVP to SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com to be sent an e-mail with the location of the BBQ 

  
   

We’ll have hamburgers, hot dogs, salmon burgers and salads. 

(or, bring your own food if you prefer.)  

We’ll supply paper goods and utensils, (but feel free to bring your own) 

BYOB - we will have water and ice 

Bring your own chair, and your water “toys” – kayaks, rafts, noodles, floats – the water is 
clean for swimming 

There is a clean porta-potty, (but no place to change) 

Follow Covid guidelines and please sanitize when you join the group and before taking food. 

No charge for paid-up SUS members,  $20 guests 

mailto:SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com
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Solution to last month’s  

Crossword Puzzle 

By Michael Smith 

...OF INTEREST   
 New York Times Article, June 29, 2020, Section A, Page 12 , click on the picture below for full  details 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/world/americas/coronavirus-argentina-sailor.html?searchResultPosition=1

