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President * Terry Cotterall-Lagana At the helm 

tclaga@yahoo.com  

Vice President *  Meeting locations, Nominating Committee  

SUSVicepresident1@gmail.com 

Treasurer * Sherry Anderson Budget, financial reports, expense reimbursement  

SUStreasurer1@gmail.com 

Secretary * Karen Ferris Calendar, meeting minutes, SUS bylaws  

kgferris@att.net 

Commodore * Peter Luciano Skippers, sailing schedule, Program Meeting speakers  

sloopquest@aol.com 

Vice Commodore * Janet Steinberg 
Day & Twilight Sails, Sailaways, All Aboard Sailing events, 

education classes, orientation materials  

crewsails@gmail.com 

Membership * Marie Taney 
New member applications, education certificates,  boating 

certifications  

MarieTaney@gmail.com 

Membership Database Gary Silberberg Demographic updates, dues  

SUSdata1@gmail.com 

Newsletter * Ida Lowe  Masthead editor: articles, photos, Announcements, Ads  

SUSmasthead@gmail.com 

Public Relations * Ronnie Ross Club announcements, Meetups, Publicity  

SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Programs * TBD Speakers programs 

   

Special Events * Ronnie Ross 
Special events: venue & party planning, club party supply 

inventory  

SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Webmaster Ida Lowe Club website & Facebook page 

SUSwebmaster18@gmail.com 

* Board Member 

         BULLETIN BOARD 

 
February Birthdays 

Teresa Nilla  2/1 
Nancy Zermani  2/5 

Julie Rosenshein 2/12/70 
Karen Ferris  2/16 

Dorota Potorecka 2/25 
Mico  Loschiavo  2/27 

Caryl Bate 
Leisa Bell 
Cyndy Bunt Gardner 
Gene Celantano 
John Cravenho 
Fred Cronin 

Kathy Currie 

Dawn Daly 
Karen Ferris 
Len Lipton 

Mico Loschiavo 
Ida Lowe 

Peter Luciano 

Bob Lussi 
Jim Malone 

Alison Merlo 

Polly Newman 
Teresa Nilla 
Joanna Romersa 
Ronnie Ross 

Paull Savage 
Petra Schallenberg 
Peggy Schweizer 
Gary Silberberg 

Mike Smith 
Janet Steinberg 
Susan Strumer 
Marie Taney 

Ruth Waldman 
 

Welcome Renewing Members 
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Unexpected but not off schedule, the 100 year plague has changed everything. Our condolences are sent to those of 
you who lost loved ones this past your, COVID or otherwise, peace be with you. Hopefully the new SUS season will help 
restore your joy and revive your spirit. 

I hope that all our FAITHFUL members, who joined last year, enjoyed getting out on the water and will use the 50% off 
incentive voted in by the Board to encourage you to re-join.  

Your 2020 Board, worked EXTREMELY hard this year. We planned, changed course, re-planned and sometimes had to 
just take down the sails and head back to the dock!! Everything we could do was done according to state guidelines 
and the reports of rates of infection. You can’t imagine how many great plans, paid arrangements and enthusiasm had 
to be put on hold or refunded! The challenges were many, and we have so many people to thank for their past service, 
as well as those coming to the rescue when needed.   

Our forever attentive treasurer, Chip Munk, resigned his long-term position and Leisa Bell, so capable and so willing to 
help, stepped in to become our temporary Treasurer for the rest of the year. Then, Sherry Anderson, experienced SUS 
Treasurer, volunteered to take over for 2021 and 2022.  

Then, our President, Joe DeFranco stepped down from his position. I’m like a caveman when it comes to computer  
technology but the Board agreed to put up with my deficiencies and I stepped into the role as President, which I will fill 
for another year. After all, I learned how to ZOOM! 

Our ever faithful and hard-working Commodore, Peter Luciano, was full of good ideas and continued to create         
destinations for our sails.  I had more fun than ever with the spontaneity of our cruising (NON) schedule! Every time 
the weather and the infection rates cooperated; WE WENT SAILING!  Kudos to Peter for making our sailing season  
happen! 

Janet Steinberg served as Vice-Commodore this year and will continue getting the most people out sailing as is         
humanly possible. No one worked harder at pairing ‘crew and skipper’ than Janet.   

John Cravenho is unable to complete his 2 year term as VP, so we have a board position available for someone who 
might want to join our adventure for 2021. This is a great way to enter the Board, as there are not a lot of                 
commitments with the position – think about it! 

Marie Taney, assisted by Petra Schallenberg, handled our membership duties and reported new members in spite of 
COVID! This year Gary Silberberg will assist Marie with our data base. 

Our ‘scribe’ Karen Ferris, who takes the minutes, keeps us on track according to our by-laws, compiles agendas and 
takes care of all our Secretarial duties has decided to serve one more year because she is all heart (and efficient). 

Ida Lowe our IT woman and Masthead editor is ALWAYS on top of things.  She reminds us to get our columns to her on 
time,  spends countless hours organizing and editing the Masthead,  and always finds a great cover photo. Many 
thanks to Ida and her editing committee, Ronnie Ross and Aija Klebers! Ida as our IT specialist is also the person in 
charge of updating our web site! And, she sat with me during my first few Zoom meetings...my private and FUN tutor! 

Aija’s term as our Event Planner comes to an end, and Ronnie Ross will be wearing the party tiara as she takes charge 
of our social calendar! Many thanks to both Aija and Ronnie who worked so hard to create SAFE events for our       
members to come together! You should only know about the planned events which Aija had to cancel! Venue, band, 
caterer etc. We had to have meetings between meetings to keep up! 

Ronnie, who as Public Relations Director gets all of our communications out to us, is looking forward to working with 
Cindy Bunt-Gartner, who will be handling the Meetups – both live events and the Meetup site. Meetups are the main 
source of new members, so it will be great to have Cindy on top of that!     

Finally, our Program Schedule changed drastically because of COVID.  Camille Platzek started the season for us, but we 
had to forgo some of the terrific plans she had.  We were able to Zoom presentations from  Mystic Seaport, Peter,   
Cindy and Janet, but we are in need of a member who is willing to plan future Programs.  

Many thanks and congratulations are in order to this amazingly flexible and resilient Board who took us through the 
unrelenting storm of 2020! Some disembarked as we made it to their destination, some signed on for another ride.  I 
cannot wait to see where the winds will take us this year! 

‘God Bless us Everyone’  
Terry and Tiny Tim 

President’s Message—Terry Cotterall-Lagana 

A Year In the Days of COVID 
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Before telling you about what we are planning for the upcoming sailing season, let's try two more marine  trivia 
questions. (Answers can be found in the Masthead.) 

• Where in the Pacific Ocean can you find, among other strange creatures, swimming iguanas? 
• Where in the Caribbean can you find swimming pigs? 

Thanks to all the SUS skippers who participated in the fantastic 2020 sailing season. Despite COVID obstacles, we 
managed to have as many as seven boats on some of the weekend sails. We should be able to do at least as good, 
if not better in the coming season. Until the Corona virus is behind us, we will continue with our 2020 process of 
contacting skippers with planned locations about one week in advance. In addition, we will try to bring back 
events like twilight sails, week day sails, our summer cruise, weekend sail aways, and all aboard sailing days. As 
always, keep in mind that the best  way for members to participate in on the water events is  contacting Vice 
Commodore Janet at crewsails@gmail.com. Skippers enjoy having SUS members on their boats, and expect that 
by the summer we will be able to again get any one that wants to sail on a boat. 

Since it is a little early to start working on boats, it is a fine time to go down to the beach and walk along the     
seashore.  Parks like Calf Pasture Beach (Norwalk), Sherwood Island (Westport), Rye Playland, and Tod’s Point  
(Greenwich) are open to all in the winter.  If you know of any on-water park open to non-residents in the winter, 
let others know and we might share the day with other members.       

 Captain Pete 

Commodore’s  Corner—Peter Luciano 

Welcome to 2021: Looking Forward To a Great Sailing Season! 

For many of us, Dorota needs no introduction. For the past 3 years, while on international assignment in the US, 
she has been an active member of SUS. And now it is time for her to return home to Poland. 

Dorota has been a regular and very knowledgeable presence on and around SUS boats, whether it is preparation, 
maintenance, sailing, decommissioning, or celebrating! 

Initially, looking for sailing opportunities, she joined a club in Westbrook.  Then, one weekend, after a chance 
meeting at a sailing event in Port Jefferson, she met Pete and me, and we encouraged her to attend an upcoming 
SUS program meeting.  SHE CAME & JOINED ON THE SPOT! The rest is history. 

Dorota started sailing when she was about 13 years old in her native Poland (at that time, a Communist country, 
part of the Eastern Bloc), initially prepping simple 6ft wooden sailing boats and sailing on freshwater lakes – no 
frills.  While at university she switched to sailing on the sea, and sailing became her passion.  Sailing has taken her 
all over the world!  If in doubt as to where you will find her at a club event, check the nearest boat. If she’s not 
there, then check to see who is behind the nearest camera - it is probably Dorota!  

She has a particular passion for lighthouses and uses her engineering acumen, navigational knowledge and 
weather forecasting to set up unique opportunities for her shots.  Not long ago, I accompanied her on an         
afternoon run out to Jones beach to catch the ‘perfect shot’ of an early moonrise behind the lighthouse,         
happening at the same time as the sunset.   The results were amazing! An example can be found on the cover of 
this newsletter. 

On January 21st, we were treated to a presentation of her SUS experience through the lens of her camera. You 
can check it out on our website,  Photos - Singles Under Sail, where you will find her presentation as well as    
photos SUS members took of Dorota.  

We have enjoyed her company and been privileged to sail with her.  We wish her good fortune as she returns to 
Poland and hope she carries with her fond memories of her friends in SUS! 

DO WIDZENIA DOROTA 
Janet Steinberg 

mailto:crewsails@gmail.com
https://www.singlesundersail.org/photos/
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COVID has had an enormous impact on all of us, and we have had to adapt to the imposed restrictions of 
social distancing, quarantining and mask wearing.  But with vaccinations becoming available, we are hoping 
to going back to “normal“ and once again get together with our friends, families and loved ones as before. 

We all adapted, SUS adapted.  Even as the calendar of planned events had to be put on hold, the warmer 
weather brought with it a decrease in the infection rate and SUS skippers were anxious to get boats         
commissioned for the season to see how it would “go.”  It was looking bleak - membership down and     
tightened restrictions about working on boats in the boatyards. 

Despite the suspension of the formal program in 2020, the determination of members/skippers kept the 
club afloat:  SUS went sailing, and we had a couple of outdoor social events all within COVID-19 guidelines. 
And best of all, am happy to report that by the end of the year, we had had NO COVID POSITIVE REPORTS! 

By the end of the sailing season, with winter and colder weather we had all become ZOOM experts.  Love it 
or hate it, it allowed us to enjoy family and club “gatherings.”  Modern technology has lessened the burden 
of isolation for those of us who are fortunate to have access and kept our brains alert, even as we have had 
to troubleshoot our phone, and computer functions! 

While we wait for sailing season to arrive, LEARN SOMETHING NEW! How about a sailing course before the 
season starts? There are many educational opportunities in your neighborhood.  You can find a listing on our 
website under Resources - Singles Under Sail, including links to the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, the American 
Sailing Association, and America’s Boating Club courses.  Also, winter is a great time to learn and update our 
knowledge of NAVIGATION. Get familiar with the local charts of some of our ports of call, such as Oyster 
Bay, Huntington Harbor, Northport, Norwalk, Greenwich, Manhasset Bay, Stamford, New Rochelle, etc.  Let 
us organize some sessions during the winter months.  We could do this via zoom. 

There is no better way to escape cabin fever than going for a walk, whether the next adventure is a stroll 
through the concrete jungle of our neighborhoods or a trek through the open spaces forests and parks 
around us. Do you have a favorite walking space?  Land cruising is a chance to be socially distanced outside 
as the weather allows. 

A great way to share your sailing memories: SORT OUT SAILING PHOTOS, WRITE A SAILING STORY of the 
2020 season and send to  SUSMasthead@gmail.com  to be posted on our website and/or published in the 
Masthead.  

Stay safe and well.  Sailing season will return shortly - watch this space! 

JANET 

Vice Commodore Report—Janet Steinberg 
 

A friendly beacon on the shore reassures the soul 

https://www.singlesundersail.org/resources/
mailto:SUSMasthead@gmail.com
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While we had many challenges in 2020, SUS managed to keep many of us active.  Sailing in small groups got 
many members out on the water.  Going for walks with friends and distanced picnicking was another way to 
stay connected.  Although our social calendar was seriously curtailed, we still managed to have a well-
attended, socially-distanced outdoor BBQ and gathering at a lake last summer. And, the  end-of-season   
cocktail party was a lovely masked and shielded event at a local water-front restaurant. 

Our plans for 2021 are being formulated, and we hope to be able to have some kind of a late spring cast-off 
gathering.  If that is not feasible, we will look forward to picnics/BBQ’s and sail-drives in the warmer months. 
If you are interested in helping me plan a gathering, please contact me.  

Stay safe, stay hopeful, and think sailing! 

Ronnie 

Special Events — Ronnie Ross 
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SWIMMING PIGS  Meet Exuma's Adorable and Famous Swimming Pigs. This is one 
experience you simply cannot miss when you are there. Wondering how the pigs got 
to Pig Beach? It is not known for sure. Big Major Cay is uninhabited, and the pigs are 
not native to the island. Some say they were left by a group of sailors, who planned to 
come back and cook them. 

SWIMMIN IGUANAS  Wherever there is a rocky shoreline in the     
Galapagos you will find a marine iguana basking in the sun. Scientists 
argue that the ancestor of the marine iguana arrived in the Galapagos 
swimming from the mainland. If so, the marine iguana was a fully 
land creature. As Darwin witnessed centuries ago the Galapagos pre-
sent such a survival challenge to any creature that only the most 
adaptable survive. 

Commodore’s  Corner—Peter Luciano 

Answers to Marine Trivia 

Come on, me hearties, sign up for the grog 
We’ll sail the ship outward, thru rain gale and fog 
The masts will be strained and the rigging will howl 
But tall ships are built for conditions most foul. 
 
In deep down cold caverns dangers conspire 
The sirens of Poseidon drool with desire 
There’s many a seaman lost his late years 
Many a wife treads the widow’s walk in tears. 
 
The waters are roiled by the wind and the tide 
A coward on deck has no place to hide 
But ye that go seaward, me hearties so brave 

Are never deterred by typhoon or by wave. 
The captain’s a bastard with orders of steel 
He who is tardy is lashed at the wheel 
We must feed our families, and provide for our tots 
This life that we bear has haves and have nots. 
 
When the hard journey’s ended we’ll repair to the 
tavern 
And drink to our brothers now resting in heaven 
Our wages are meager, our riches are few 
We’ll seek out a tall ship in need of a crew…. 

Sea Shanties 
From Mike Smith & Joanna Romersa 

Apparently  sea shanties are suddenly hot! The sea shanty "Wellerman"  has hit the top of the charts in 
UK.  Here is a link for your enjoyment. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auI9Cx8SGX4 

And Stephen Colbert is telling us that 2021 is the year of the sea shanty. In honor of this most auspicious 
occasion, Mike has taken the liberty of writing his own sea shanty. Enjoy! 

An Olde Sea Shanty by Cap’n Mike Smith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auI9Cx8SGX4

