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         Bulletin Board  

Upcoming Activities  
President * 
SUSPresident@gmail.com 

Alison Merlo  

Vice President * 
SUSvicepresident1@gmail.com 

Bob Frishman  

Treasurer * 
SUStreasurer1@gmail.com 

   

Secretary * 
SUSsecretary1@gmail.com 

Kathy Currie  

Commodore * 
slooopquest@aol.com 

Peter Luciano  

Vice-Commodore * 
crewsails@gmail.com 

Janet Steinberg  

Membership * 
marie.taney@gmail.com 

Marie Taney  

Newsletter * 
SUS masthead@gmail.com 

Ida Lowe  

Public Relations 
SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Ronnie Ross  

Programs * TBD  

Special Events * 
SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Ronnie Ross  

Webmaster 
SUSwebmaster18@gmail.com 

Ida Lowe  

* Board Member 

December Birthdays 

 
Florie Munroe 12/1 
Roger Blaho 12/3 
Caryl Bate 12/3 
Lori Gage 12/9 

Lynne Krasnauskas 12/11 
Susan Cain 12/15 
Fred Cronin 12/23 

Susan Anderson 12/28 

Welcome New Member! 

 

NAME Self Rate Town 

Lori Gage Skipper Greenwich 

Sedona Taphouse 

515 West Ave, Norwalk, CT 

(Parking garage next door) 
 

Festive Attire would be very 
Jolly! 

 

SUS members, no charge. 
 Guests - $20 

AND JUST FOR FUN… 

We’ll have a grab bag.  If you want 
to join in, bring a wrapped gift 

($10-$15) 
You’ll be given a ticket, and before 

you leave, you can pick up a gift 
from the bag. 

Come be Jolly with SUS 

and toast the holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thurs. Dec. 15th from 5:30 PM 
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Happy Holidays SUS!  Hoping you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving, celebrated with friends and family.  As 
we inch closer to the end of the year, let’s take some time to reflect on all that we have and are grateful for.   

As a club, we had a wonderful sailing season, the Charlie Raymond Party, the club cruise, the Klondike, the 
end of season party at CPYC and miscellaneous happy hours and program meetings sprinkled in.   Not to  
mention new friends and new memories made by old and new friends.  We are so very fortunate to be    
SUSers!   My gratitude runs deep and I am sure you all feel the same way. 

I wish you all a joyous holiday season and hope to see you at Sedona on Thursday, December 15th to toast 
the new year. 

Happy Holidays,  

Alison  

President’s Message—Alison Merlo 

 

First and foremost, happy holidays to all and peace in the world for the new year! Lets look forward to a 
fun filled 2023 sailing season. 

Safety on a boat begins before you leave the dock but does not stop there.  Maintenance and proper     
equipment are key factors in enjoying sailing, be it a short day-sail or an ocean passage. In the Bermuda race 
a checklist is issued to be filled out before the race, and then another captain who is in the race comes on 
board to inspect your boat. This is an excellent way of ensuring ship’s equipment is on board and in working 
order. However, this does not guarantee everything is in good condition.  

The skipper is responsible for her/his boat. Just checking it out while walking around the boat, paying      
attention to sounds, trying to find the place where a nut you found on the deck belongs, repairing a sail that 
shows wear, finding the source of water found on the inside of the boat, repairing occasional  malfunctioning 
equipment, keeping electronics updated, are just some of the routines that must be performed regularly. The 
bottom line is to keep your eyes and your ears open when you are on a boat. Both skipper and crew should 
be on the alert for potential problems. I as a skipper try my best never to leave the dock with a known    
problem that might put my crew or the boat in harm's way. I believe most, if not all skippers would welcome 
information from anyone regarding potential problems noticed on their boat. La Bella Vita is in the constant 
stage of repair and upgrades. To me and most boaters it is a labor of love. We all look forward to the days 
when we are sailing in 15 to 20 knot winds on a broad reach doing 7 to 10 knots down the sound or laying at 
anchor in a protected bay looking at the stars, but it requires some preparation and team effort.  I believe 
most if not all of us in SUS are part of a team when it comes to boating and safety.  Boaters in general look 
out for one another. Did you know that even large vessels are required to come to the aid of a boat in      
trouble at sea? SUS skippers have helped one another out on multiple occasions. La Bella Vita came to the 
aid of a sinking sailboat in 2022.   

The bottom line is: keep your eyes and ears open at all times for any potential problems, let the skipper 
know, and hopefully, address any problems before leaving the dock.  

Pete  

Commodore’s  Corner—Peter Luciano  

PLAN AHEAD AND GET THERE SAFELY 
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Vice Commodore’s Message—Janet Steinberg 
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. 7  are having a wonderful sail. Beam to broad reach 
with 14-18 kts winds, first reef in place, but a bit gray all around. Weather forecast i s  unchanged with     
int er mi tte nt  rain. We had lunch, and after about 6 hours it became obvious that the rain was becoming   
persistent. And the winds picked up! With basic weather 101 it became obvious we were sailing into a 
‘system’. Nothing on our forecast, only Tropical Storm Nicole over the Dominican Republic, heading        
t o w a r d s  Florida. It turned out to be the back end of Nicole, not recognized by local weather stations, bad 
enough to make wearing PFDs necessary! afely to 
anchor off Barbuda. 
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 We spent an 
uncomfortably rough night at anchor, full of strange noises and thuds and torrential rain. On deck, you could 
not see your hand in front of your face.  

– Given weather conditions, we planned to up anchor at daylight and head back to      
Antigua - hearts in mouth. New windlass worked perfectly—off we go. Woohoo! Refrigeration doing OK. As 
for me (Sal) it doesn’t smell too good down here! 

 23 kts. We raised our jury-rigged  sail and noticed a rip on the leech beneath 2 sail patches. This 

time, because of the wind speed/direction, it proved increasingly challenging getting the battens past the lazy 
jacks. It was very noisy and hard to hear instructions. The best part of the day was 2 hours out of      Barbu-
da, when we were joined by a pod of dolphins for about 20 minutes. It felt like a good omen and a      
welcome reward  Prospect of an onshore shower is looking inviting! 
No one had been ashore since Saturday!  

 got off the boat for the day- doing their own “thing.” The available shower turned out to 
be a major disappointment, just a tap placed high on a wall.   hot water.  

 inspect boat because of electronic panel failure
 determine how much fuel, water, and battery power 

 

 

And  as an illustration of this adventure,  here is a link to videos of the dolphins, the dinghy surfing the waves 

behind the boat, birds fishing, and fish swimming at night under our boat’s blue-lit swimming platform. 

CLICK HERE 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/bLLxpkBf9VerTfaS7

