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          Bulletin Board   

March Birthdays 

Luisa Heluk  3/4 

Susan Strumer  3/8 

Peter Luciano  3/9 

Elizabeth Behnke  3/16 

Gary Geffner  3/16 

Betsy Karp  3/19 

Denise Brown  3/23 

Rob Lockwood  3/23 

Bill Draper  3/24 

Lenny Lipton  3/26 

Janet Steinberg  3/27 

Leisa Bell  3/28 

Beth London  3/28 

Maryann Ramos  3/30 

Jim Malone  3/30 

Upcoming Activities  

SUS PROGRAM MEETING 

       
Sea Shanties by  

Rick & Donna 

Nestler  

The Hampton 
Inn 

26Mill River St., 
Stamford CT 

 

Meet SUS’rs for dinner at 5:30 in the 
restaurant Villa Italia 

Meeting & presentation start @7PM 
 

SUS members FREE—Non-members $15 
… and there is a nice bar to hang out in after 

the meeting 

Welcome renewing Members! 

Caryl Bate 

Roger Blaho 

Cynthia Bunt-Gardner 

Michael Burke 

Lael Burns 

Virginia Cameron 

Gene Celetano 

Peter Cloutier 

Teresa Cotterall-Lagana 

Joseph DeFranco 

Jane Deyoe 

William Draper  

Karen Ferris 

Cherie Flavin 

Robert Flemming 

Luisa Heluk 

Tom Kane 

Lynn Krasnauskas 

Andy Kunz 

Len Lipton 

Robert Lockwood 

Domenico Loschiavo 

Ida Lowe 

Peter Luciano 

Robert Lussi 

Jim Malone 

Alison Merlo 

Julie Prescott 

Maryann Ramos 

RJ Rijal 

Ronnie Ross 

Paul Savage 

Gary Silberberg 

Janet Steinberg 

Andrew Stone 

Rick Takatsch 

Marie Taney 

Ruth Waldman 

Jeffrey Warren 

SUS  TAILGATE  PARTY 

Saturday, April 1st,  
1:30-4 PM 

Longshore Park 
260 Compo Road S.  

Westport 
Find us in Parking Lot D 

 
 

Bring:  Some “nibbles” to share  
your beverage of choice (no visible alcohol) 

A chair, if you’d like to sit and visit 
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Hello SUS! 

The count to spring has begun and membership has opened up for the 2023 season!  Skippers are chomping at 
the bit to get their vessels readied for the upcoming sailing season.  They will be looking for crew, not only to sail, 
but to help get their boats in tip top shape for the season.  Please participate in the upcoming club activities to     
connect with your friends, skippers and crew and volunteer your time to help.   

We have an exciting calendar of events for all of you this year, here are a few to keep in mind: 

• March 18th:  "Meet the Skippers" event at the US Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla in Norwalk at Calf Pasture 
Beach  2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

• April 1st: "Tailgate Party" at Longshore Parking Lot D, 1:30-4:00 pm. 

• May 6: "Cast Off Party" at Cedar Point Yacht Club, Westport CT 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mark your calendars and come to mingle!  

As previously mentioned, membership is open, please pay your $100 dues as soon as possible, so that you don't 
miss out on the fun!   

Keep in mind that the club is what you make of it.  The more you put into it, the more you get out!  I'm looking 
forward to seeing all of you this year!  

-Alison  

President’s Message—Alison Merlo 

Spring is just around the corner, the weather trying to get warmer, the days longer. The Board and skippers are 
finalizing a calendar of events for the upcoming season. We will continue twilight, daysail and SailDrive/SailAway 
events, and will add some selected theme focused activities/raft ups - your ideas and suggestions are welcome. In 
addition, we will continue with our regular social gatherings. 

The first sailaway of the season will be held over the Memorial Day weekend.  The start of the season ALL 
ABOARD SAILING EVENT 2023  is scheduled - Save the dates for the weekend of June 10-11 (A daysail on either 
Saturday 10th  or Sunday 11th)  Members will be asked to sign up to participate in this event  and crew and skip-
pers will be matched.  Every member who signs up for this event will be able to sail!  Watch for information when 
time gets closer. Mark your calendars - this event is extremely popular.   

Boat preparations and boat splashing will soon be in full swing. Participating in preseason boat prep is an integral 
part of what SUS crew membership is all about.  Our MEET THE SKIPPERS EVENT is planned for  Saturday March 
18, 2-5 pm, at the US Coast Guard  Auxiliary Center, Calf Pasture Beach, Norwalk.   Each skipper will have a  sign-
up sheet so you can volunteer to help get boats ready for the season (and to go sailing with them). Spending a 
day, a morning or afternoon helping on a boat is the best way to get to know skippers and they to know you, and 

a better chance to be invited to sail with them! �  

Now is a good time to check your sailing gear. Are your sailing shoes, rain/foul weather gear and PFDs (personal 
flotation device) in good repair and functional? If in doubt, take your PFD to a marine store or get a skipper to 
help you check it out. If it is a self-inflating device, the canister may need to be replaced - check that expiration 
date. 

Do you know someone who would enjoy being part of SUS?    Bring them as a guest to our next event and         
participate in the joys of sailing and the community of SUS. 

Lets Go Sailing!  It’s closer.  It’s in the air!! ⛵⚓ 

For more information on any SUS sailing event/membership orientation contact VC  Janet  (Steinberg) at 
crewsails@gmail.com  or call (914) 522-9645. 

Vice Commodore’s Message—Janet Steinberg 

 

mailto:crewsails@gmail.com
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FUEL SAFTEY ON BOATS – for cooking, hot water, and heating. 

There are many fuels used on boats for cooking and heating. Used properly they are safe. 

At one time, using alcohol as fuel was very common on boats, but it has been replaced by liquid  propane gas 
(LPG), compressed natural gas (CNG) and butane. Some boats today have a diesel heater to heat the cabin or 
make hot water.  LPG is the most commonly used fuel on SUS boats. I reiterate that properly used and     
vented it is safe. However, be aware that any heating/cooking system must be well ventilated.  

Some safety items are common to all forms of cooking fuel: 

• Never have curtains over your stove. 

• Never leave your stove unattended. 

• Never use water to extinguish a grease fire. 

• Always keep a fire blanket and a fire extinguisher near the stove. 

LPG (Propane) on the boat has the same characteristics as in your home stove. One exception is that LPG is 
heavier than air and any LPG gas that leaks out will find its way onto the bilge and accumulate there. This is 
the cause of most boat explosions on Long Island Sound. This is preventable!  All boats that have LPG on 
board must stow the container in a compartment that vents overboard and have a gas detector installed. The 
system should be checked each time it is used. 

Here's how to check the system for leaks: pressurize the system and record the pressure. In my opinion all 
LPG systems should have a pressure gauge. Then turn off all the valves including the one at the tank, with the 
exception of the solenoid and any in-line valves. Wait about 1/2 hour and check the gauge again- it should 
not have moved. If it shows a loss of gas you have a leak! Vent the cabin (especially the bilge,) and seek     
professional help. Do not use the system until it is repaired. 

In the event of a galley fire, if you let it get out of control, it will consume everything around it. If a fire 
spreads to the surrounding area, move between it and the companionway and try and extinguish it. Keep in 
mind that once a fire gets going it moves very quickly. If you cannot get it under control in a short period of 
time and it spreads, get out of the cabin, call for help and be prepared to abandon your boat.  

Keep in mind that the use of any combustible fuel on a boat, if properly used and safety procedures are     
followed, is safe. I have done damage surveys on multiple boats that were damaged by galley fires, and all 
could have been prevented. Needless to say, if you are on a boat that does not follow correct procedures, 
you should suggest to the captain that they might consider following them. If you smell gas on a boat, do 
something about it. 

Boating is fun and is a safe sport and accidents can happen, but they are mostly preventable.  

I will review electrical fires on boats in a future article. 
Follow safe boating procedures and enjoy the water. 

Captain Pete 
 
Capt. Peter A Luciano SAMS/AMS 533 
ENJOY EVERY DAY 
mail to:sloopquest@yahoo.com  

Commodore’s  Corner—Peter Luciano  

                                      SAFETY ON BOATS 

mailto:sloopquest@yahoo.com
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Knowledge is key to safety on the water. Learning the fundamentals of boats and boat handling are the     
beginning of the journey. Each trip as crew on board is an opportunity to learn more and gain experience!  

Now is the time to check out those Boat Safety Courses offered by the US Coast Guard Auxiliary or America’s 
Boat Club.  This is a requirement for everyone to complete during the first year of membership.    

For more information on approved boating courses visit the DEEP website (portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Boating/
Education/Boating-Classes) or call 860-434-8638.  A list of DEEP approved non-profit and for-profit               
organizations teaching classes can be found on the website as well. 

Knowledge of sailing is not required to join SUS, but those who have chosen to take sailing lessons as part of 
their ongoing sailing journey report very positively about the experience. SUS does not recommend any    
particular school or institution, and here is  a list of some local sailing schools and their websites: 

NORWALK SAILING SCHOOL - www.norwalksailingschool.org  

50 Calf Pasture Beach Rd, Norwalk, CT  

SOUND SAILING CENTER - www.soundsailingcenter.com  

54 Beach Road, Norwalk CT    

LONGSHORE SAILING SCHOOL - www.longshoresailingschool.com 

260 Compo Rd S., Westport CT 

SAILAWAY SCHOOL - Bridgeport - www.teamsailaway.com  

Captain’s Cove, Bridgeport CT 

TOD’S POINT SAILING SCHOOL - www.todspointsailingschool.org 

Greenwich Point Park, Old Greenwich, CT 

PORT SAILING SCHOOL - www.portsailing.com  

New Rochelle Municipal Marina, 22 Pelham Road, New Rochelle 

CROTON SAILING SCHOOL INC. - www.crotonsailing.com  

Senasqua Park, Croton on Hudson, NY 

OFFSHORE SAILING SCHOOL- www.offshoresailing.com  

Pier 25, N Moore St, NY NY 

Note that there is a new sailing school located at Tod’s Point, Old Greenwich.    

Vice Commodore’s Message—Janet Steinberg 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW TO SAIL? 

For New Members  
 
If you are a new SUS member, attendance at a MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION  (MOP) is required before     
sailing on boats. This short session will help you understand how SUS functions. MOPs are usually held  via 
zoom or in person, before a club meeting, so contact VC Janet  at crewsails@gmail.com or call (914) 522-
9645 to arrangie your attendance. if you are a new member and have not yet received a membership      
package, let Janet know. 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Boating/Education/Boating-Classes
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Boating/Education/Boating-Classes
http://www.norwalksailingschool.org
http://www.soundsailingcenter.com
http://www.longshoresailingschool.com
http://www.teamsailaway.com
http://www.todspointsailingschool.org
http://www.portsailing.com
http://www.crotonsailing.com
http://www.offshoresailing.com
mailto:crewsails@gmail.com


7 

 

President * 
SUSPresident@gmail.com 

Alison Merlo  

Vice President * 
SUSvicepresident1@gmail.com 

Bob Frishman  

Treasurer * 
SUStreasurer1@gmail.com 

Julie Monahan  

Secretary * 
SUSsecretary1@gmail.com 

Kathy Currie  

Commodore * 
slooopquest@aol.com 

Peter Luciano  

Vice-Commodore  
crewsails@gmail.com 

Janet Steinberg  

Membership  
marie.taney@gmail.com 

Marie Taney  

Newsletter  
SUS masthead@gmail.com 

Ida Lowe  

Public Relations 
SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Ronnie Ross  

Programs  TBD  

Special Events  
SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com 

Ronnie Ross  

Webmaster 
SUSwebmaster18@gmail.com 

Ida Lowe  

* Board Member 

mailto:tclaga@yahoo.com
mailto:SUSvicepresident1@gmail.com
mailto:SUStreasurer1@gmail.com
mailto:SUSsecretary1@gmail.com
mailto:slooopquest@aol.com
mailto:crewsails@gmail.com
mailto:marie.taney@gmail.com
mailto:SUS%20masthead@gmail.com
mailto:SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com
mailto:SUSpublicrelations1@gmail.com
mailto:SUSwebmaster18@gmail.com

